District N-1 Organisational Meeting

Rexton Lions Club, August 15, 2010

DG George called the meeting to order at 11:00 am.

Lion Dale Carter led the singing of the American National anthem. Lion John Roberts led the singing of the Canadian National Anthem.

A moment of Silence was held for World Peace and Deceased Lions, especially PIP Tris Coffin of Laval Quebec.

DG George led the Lions Invocation.

Lion Dale C. moved the approval of the agenda, seconded by PCC Sonny Bonnell. CARRIED.

DG George welcomed the Lions to his Organisational meeting. He spoke about special programs he will be promoting this year – the Lions Foundation of Canada, and Portage Atlantic, which opened the new building on June 18, 2010.

He spoke of the International Convention in Australia and circumnavigating the globe on his trip. He spoke of the very productive meeting in Port aux Basques, NL on July 30 and 31, and stated that the MDN Council is taking steps to implement the Strategic Plan adopted at the Convention in Fredericton. The District Directory will be mailed out next week. DG George noted that this is the day of Acadian Celebrations.

12 PDGs were recognised: Claude LeBlanc, Rod Wright, Luke Stennick, Boyd Sangster, Sonny Bonnell, Kevin Guiggey, Bev Semple, Carl Semple Sheila Searle, Fred Cook, Rheal Cormier and Frank Sullivan. There were no Lioness, Lionettes, or Leos present.

Rexton President Lion Merrilyn Murphy welcomed the Lions to Rexton. She advised that the club had muffins, tea and coffee ready and a cold plate lunch would be sold for $5 per plate.

First VDG Gerard Hartigan, who travelled to Sydney, Cape Breton this summer, not Sydney, Australia, thanked the Lions for their support.

Second VDG Stewart MacDonald promised to work hard to support the Lions efforts and projects.

Lion Leo Aucoin, Nashwaaksis asked if the Humanitarian Award would be presented for 2009-10, and what the deadline would be. DG George deferred to IPDG Claude to make that decision as it applies to his year.

CST Norah began with Roll Call, which was answered by 71 Lions from 25 Clubs and includes the 12 PDGs. There are a number of Clubs who have not filed PU-101s with International; seven clubs whose dues are not paid up for last year, and several outstanding Directory Ad invoices.  Those Clubs should attend to this business as soon as possible. The District Funds are in good shape at the end of 2009-10, with a surplus anticipated because of better than predicted revenues. The financial statements will be delivered to the Auditor in the coming weeks. This year’s budget will have a few amendments to consider at the next Cabinet meeting, including: revision of the MDN dues amount; DG Spouse expense allowance (approved at Summerside Convention); and consideration of the expense allocations for the First and Second Vice District Governors, both for last year and this year. These matters will be addressed in Campbellton at the next Cabinet meeting. There was no new correspondence. Those wishing to have their email addresses included in the mail-outs should provide them to CST Norah. (Budget 2010-11 attached)

DG George showed PID Sid Scruggs’ International Theme video “Beacon of Hope”

The meeting was recessed for lunch at 12 noon and reconvened at 12:35pm.

DG George then showed the Peace Poster Video and encouraged all Clubs to participate.

The Club Excellence Process was introduced as the other cornerstone of DG George’s term of office. 

1) Clubs and individuals rate performance

2) Community needs assessment completed with local community leaders

3) Clubs and individuals set goals to meet the needs of their community

4) Work to attain the goals set

DG George introduced his Cabinet and presented Pins to Cabinet Chairs and Zone Chairs.  (Committee Chairs and Zone Chairs lists have been circulated).

No Old Business

Under New Business, DG George recognised Lion Susan, PDGs Bev, Rod, Rheal, and Claude for serving at the Multiple District Level. 

The Fall Conference in Amherst, NS will hold all events at the Lions Club or in the High School. Hotel reservations are to be made directly with your choice of hotel. DG George put a request for a Lion to serve as Convention Chair, with the Fall Conference in 2011 and the Convention in 2013 being hosted by District N-1.

PDG Jack Moffitt moved that the District pay for the cost of mailing out the directories, seconded by PCST Harold Borden. CARRIED.

Lions 1VDG Stewart, Lion Heather, PCC Rod, CST Norah, PCC Carl and PCC Bev, and DG George will be attending the USA/Canada Forum in Milwaukee in September.

The DG Visitation Schedule is posted. (It has been circulated)

The First Cabinet Meeting is being hosted by Campbellton Lions on September 19, 2010. The Campbellton Lions invite all Lions to come up for Saturday night for fun and fellowship.

Rexton’s Purina Walk for Dog Guides will be held October 3, 2010.

Milford Lions are hosting a Roast for Lion Charlie Uhlman at their club on September 29, 2010. PDG Charlie has given much to Lionism and trained many Lions. Seats are limited.

Kennebecasis Lions are hosting their 50th Charter on August 21, 2010.

PCST Harold has Cavalcade Pins for sale for $3 each.

In 2014, the International Convention will be held in Toronto. We can charter buses to the Convention at a reasonable cost. Plan to attend the “Canadian Convention”!

Lion Percy Huntington of Chipman–Minto Lions won the 50/50 draw worth $113.00. Lion Rowan MacRae also from Chipman-Minto Lions won the Peace Poster Draw. Lion Robbie Comeau won the LCI Convention Pin donated by ZC Eric Hussey.

Meeting adjourned on a motion by Lion Paul Matheson at 1:47p.m.

Respectfully submitted by CST Norah Davidson-Wright

August 17, 2010

